THE FLIGHT TO EVEREST
meteorologists gave a wind of fifty-seven miles an hour at die
altitude, not so great as to stand in the way of an attempt on
Everest.
The die was cast; we drove breathlessly the ten miles to the
landing-ground and fretted and fumed at the manifold last
minute preparations, which had to be made by our splendid
skilled aircraftmen.
There were a hundred tasks to complete before the big
machines were ready for the flight. Everything possible had
been done the night before, but necessity compelled us to leave
a number of details to the last minute.
Chief among the preparations was that of the cameras. The
fine, impalpable, all-pervading dust was everywhere. For this
reason the cameras could not be left on the aerodrome, still
less in the machines themselves. In fact, it was found necessary
thoroughly to clean every one of the numerous delicate items
of camera equipment each night, and to wrap them up in a
double layer of newspaper before putting them back each in
its appropriate chest. Even these precautions were not excessive,
but the result was that nearly an hour's hard work devolved
on the aircraftmen every morning in installing all the many
items; work which had to be done with great care and with
the accuracy of the scientific instrument maker.
In addition to the fitting of the photographic equipment,
there are many other minor tasks which could not be done
overnight. Even the actual man-handling of the machines out
of their tents took something like twenty minutes, so that it
was not till after eight o'clock that the two aircraft were lined
up in the aerodrome ready to take off.
We lowered ourselves clumsily into our machines, sweltering
already in the heavy suits. The engines were ticking over and
running as smoothly as could be; then a few final words with
the leader and Etherton, who handed up the Everest mail con-
taining letters to be carried over the mountain, the pilots opened
the throttles, the huge engines roared, and with a cheer and a
wave they were off on the great adventure.
183

